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Welcome
Welcome to a special edition of the ESBA News. 
We are 100, and going strong!

The occasion was marked with a  
celebration at Duntrune House, and the bulk of 
this newsletter will be devoted to  
photographic highlights from the day.

As well as a varied and entertaining  
programme of events, the sun shone, the food 
was excellent and everyone had a great time 

catching up with old friends. Here’s to our 200th 
birthday!

Also included in this issue is our regular 
Beekeeper Under The Microscope feature and 
a piece by Bill Hunter and Gavin Ramsay on the 
results of the ESBA’s first winter survey. It makes 
for fascinating reading, and highlights that, as an 
association, we are doing pretty well by our bees. 
Let’s keep this up.

Our 100th birthday party
2013 is a momentous 
year for the ESBA – it has 
reached 100.

To mark the event, a  
celebration was held on June 
15 at Duntrune House, which 
was once home to Clementina 
Stirling Graham, who played a 
central role in the history of  
beekeeping in the east of 
Scotland.

The centenary celebrations 
included a full programme 
of events, and had two guest 
speakers — Phil McAnespie, the 
president of the SBA, and  
Dundee’s Lord Provost Bob  
Duncan, who began  
proceedings.

In his talk, Mr Duncan 
reminded the 50-plus guests of 
the importance of beekeeping 
to the east of Scotland, and its 
once-vital role in the production 
of soft fruit.

Next to speak was  

Mr McAnespie. He gave an 
excellent and wide-ranging talk 
which touched on many issues  
affecting beekeeping, but he also 
pointed out that associations 
aren’t simply institutions, they 
are collections of people, and 
that fact is at their heart. The 
ESBA, he believes, is a strong  
association, which was  
demonstrated by the numbers 
attending.

Following lunch, the  
afternoon’s proceedings started 
with a talk by Iain Lilly on the 
ESBA’s history, and he was 
followed by the association’s 
president Gavin Ramsay, who 
used his crystal ball (well, a   
football covered with a cloth) to 
give a personal view on where 
he saw beekeeping heading in 
the future.

The afternoon was brought to 
a memorable end by a surprise 
guest. Olwyn Jack, who runs 

Duntrune House as a B&B along 
with her husband Barrie,  
assumed the role of Clementina 
Stirling. Well, more precisely, she 
played the fictional character of 
Lady Pitlyal which Clementina 
herself used to portray when she 
entertained.

Clementina herself was  
initially a passionate skep 
beekeeper, but quickly became a 
convert to the latest  
development in beekeeping 
— hives with removable frames. 
She spent many years travelling 
around the countryside, trying 
to convert beekeepers to using 
the new hive. She was also a 
founding member of an  
association which, in 1913, 
evolved into the ESBA.

Finally, Ian Bruce rounded 
off proceeding with a vote of 
thanks. 
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For your diary
ESBA DATES

NOVEMBER 4
ESBA lecture: “Preparing Honey to 

Show” by Enid Brown, 7.30pm
DECEMBER 2

ESBA lecture: “Swarm Control” by 
Graeme Sharpe, 7.30pm

JANUARY 6
Members’ Night, 7.30pm

OTHER DATES
NOVEMBER 7

Dunfermline & West Fife Beekeepers’ 
Association (DWFBA) lecture:   “The 

Workings of the SBA” by Phil  
McAnespie,  Portmoak Hall,  

Scotlandwell, 7.30pm
NOVEMBER 12

Perth & District Beekeepers’  
Association (PDBA) lecture:   

”Microscopy 2″ by Alan Riach, St. 
Johns’ Episcopal Church Hall, Perth.

NOVEMBER 14 
Combined DWFBA & Fife Beekeepers 
(FBA) annual dinner at the Grouse & 
Claret, by Kinross, 7pm for 7.30pm 

NOVEMBER 16
SBA Local Association Secretaries and 

Representatives meeting, Dewar’s 
Centre, Perth, 10.30am 

Annual Council Meeting, Dewar’s 
Centre, 2pm. Open to all SBA members.

DECEMBER 5
DWFBA lecture: Speaker Murray  
McGregor, topic to be confirmed,  

Portmoak Hall, Scotlandwell, 7.30pm
DECEMBER 10

PDBA lecture: “How the bees view the 
beekeeper” by Phil Moss, St. Johns’ 

Episcopal Church Hall, Perth.
DECEMBER 12

F BA meeting: “Challenges facing the 
Bee Farmer in the 21st Century”,  
Dairsie Memorial Hall, 7.30pm.

DECEMBER 14
DWFBA Apiary Meeting: Winter Varroa 

treatment.
JANUARY 9

FBA Association meeting: topic to be 
confirmed, Dairsie Memorial Hall, 

7.30pm.
JANUARY 14

 PDBA lecture: “Beekeeping and the 
internet” by Gavin Ramsay, St. Johns’ 

Episcopal Church Hall, Perth.



The first two speakers were special guests Lord Provost Bob Duncan (left) and the SBA president Phil McAnespie

A lot of interest was shown in the memorabilia table

Time for a spot of lunch

Centenary celebration



Outside on the lawn at Duntrune House

Centenary celebration

Iain Lilly (left) gave a talk on the ESBA’s history, while current president Gavin Ramsay looked to the future



Centenary celebration

Catching up with old friends



Centenary celebration

The star of 
the show:  
Olwyn Jack 
portrays  
Clementina 
Graham’s  
alter ego,  
Lady  
Pitlyal

Phil McAnespie was presented with a polyhive

Helen Kinnes introduced Olwyn Jack Grace Simpson presented Olwyn with a bunch of flowers

Ian Bruce finished the afternoon by thanking everyone



Whilst we all had a glorious  
summer we should not forget the 
harsh winter and extended wet 
spring our bees had to suffer, and 
indeed last year’s poor summer.

The association has, during 
various meetings, beginners’ and 
intermediary classes stressed 
the importance of treating for 
the Varroa mite and of preparing 
colonies for winter. With this in 
mind, and aware of claims of high 
losses by others, we carried out a 
poll of members to establish what 
the status of winter survival has 
been for 2012/13. Members were 
contacted by email and also had 
the opportunity to report at the 
centenary celebration. 

Twenty members responded to 
the questionnaire, which  
considered full (strong) and  
nucleus (five frames of bees or 
less) colonies. Of 70 strong  
colonies going into winter, 56 
survived giving a loss of 20%. Of 25 
nucleus colonies 12 survived with 
loss rate of about 50%.

This suggests that our members 
have done well with full colonies, 
and much better than we thought 
might be possible. If we accept 
that attempting to bring small  
colonies through winter is  
inherently more risky then the 50% 
loss rate might not be a surprise 
but there is a lesson here perhaps 
for the less experienced, i.e. 
certainly for one of the authors of 
this report. Our more experienced 
members reported uniting colonies 
at the end of the poor season to 

ensure that stronger colonies were 
going into winter. The comparative 
success with strong colonies alone 
is, then, a strong warning about 
how members should prepare for 
winter. When analysed in this way, 
the contribution of colony strength 
to winter survival is clear.  Other 
surveys, by the national  
beekeeping associations, by bee 
researchers, and by bee farmers, 
do not appear to discriminate 
on the basis of autumn colony 
strength and may include losses 
that are best considered  
separately.

Members were asked about 
possible reasons for colony losses. 
They noted problems with poor 
mating conditions during the 
2012 season, which gave rise to 
drone laying queens, some queens 
stopped laying early in the autumn, 
then isolation starvation occurred 
in the winter as the number of 
bees reduced.

Members were questioned on 
Varroa treatments that were being 
employed. The majority reported 
the application of a thymol-based 
treatment in autumn and then 
oxalic acid in late December or 

early January. A few members also 
reported the use of formic acid 
as well and it is known that local 
beekeepers are also using Apivar 
obtained on prescription.

It seems then that overall our 
members have done well, treating 
for Varroa, preparing and mainly 
taking strong colonies through to 
the spring. It impossible to predict 
what the 2013/14 winter holds for 
us but the lessons are there and 
suggest that members are  
benefiting from the advice  
available at the association  
meetings.

The ESBA survey of colony 
loss for winter 2012/13

By Bill Hunter and Gavin Ramsay

“What good is the warmth of summer, without the cold of winter to give it sweetness.” 
― John Steinbeck, Travels with Charley: In Search of America

A reminder of what we  
experienced into the  

middle of March 2013

The beekeeper’s calendar
NOVEMBER
1. Put in mouse guards and 
place bricks on top of hive
2. Clean up apiary
3. Repair and clean equipment 
for winter

DECEMBER
1. Catch up on your reading
2. Drink mead at Christmas (if 
you have any)
3. Apply oxalic acid
4. Check out the sales

JANUARY
1. Plan for the year ahead  
(Increase number of colonies?  
Maximise honey? Queen  
replacement?)
2. Heft your hives



Photo gallery

We have two magnificent photos for you. 
The picture above was taken in a Broughty 
Ferry park by Krzysztof Kołaczyk, who is the 
father of ESBA member Krystian. 

 
The image on the left was sent in by Helen 
Murrie and shows a frame with blue/ 
purple pollen. Does anyone know which 
plant this is from? Send answers, please, to 
derek@uchman.co.uk, and we will publish 
the correct reply in the next issue.

Do you have any pictures you’d like  
included in the newsletter?  If so, email 
them to Derek Uchman.

Book review
The Bad Beekeepers Club 
By Bill Turnbull
£8.99 (£7.15 from Amazon). Available for Kindle 
(£5.99)

I picked this up after seeing Bill Turnbull’s  
Horizon programme, when he asked the  
question we’ve all wondered about: What’s  
Killing Our Bees?

The Bad Beekeepers Club, though, skirts 
such weighty matters and instead covers Bill’s 
many mishaps during his early years as Britain’s 
best-known apiarist.  He writes: “There are a lot 
of books on the market which promise to teach 
you about beekeeping. Wisely, in my view, you’re 
reading the one which tells you how not to do it.”

And that’s not a bad thing. As a novice, it can 
feel daunting when you realise you’ve made 

a stupid mistake. Bill will make you feel better 
about yourself when you learn that you’re not 
alone.

He also tries to provide an introduction to the 
subject, which is so very, very basic, that it can 
only appeal to someone who is THINKING about 
getting bees. People who already HAVE bees will 
learn little new. 

And that raises an important point: who is this 
book aimed at? Is it those who want to become 
beekeepers and are looking for an introduction, 
or those who already are beekeepers and who 
can relate to Bill’s adventures?

One interesting section, though, was on the 
history of beekeeping pre-Langstroth and the 
modern hive. I had no idea that until the late 16th 
Century it was thought there was either a “king 
bee” or that the workers laid all the eggs in a 

colony. I was also glad 
to see Bill attack THAT 
quote attributed to 
Einstein: “If the bee 
disappeared off the 
surface of the globe 
then man would only 
have four years of life 
left”. It’s nonsense, Bill 
says, for two reasons. Firstly, Einstein probably 
never said it, and, secondly, if all the bees died 
out, we’d still have most of the really important 
staples: wheat, corn and rice.

Despite my reservations, The Bad Beekeepers 
Club does have a certain charm, and would make 
good reading during the winter months.

Reviewed by Derek Uchman



Beekeeper 
under the 
microscope

How and when did you become a bee-
keeper?
I have a vivid memory of the bee project 
we completed in P1 and I can remember 
being totally blown away by the wag-
gle dance aged just five years old! But it 
wasn’t until I visited the bee tent at the 
Highland Show in 2011 that my curiosity 
was rekindled and I got my first box of 
bees last year.

What do you think is the best reason for 
being in the ESBA?
 The support, advice and bee banter. I 
love it. I would never have had the con-
fidence to start out without the begin-
ner’s course and the mentoring system.

How has beekeeping changed since you 
started?
Very little has actually changed because 
I’m so new at it. But I will say that the 
more I learn the more interesting it gets 
so it is “changing” for me.

How much time do you spend with your 
bees?

Far too much? There is nothing more 
relaxing after a day’s work than sitting at 
the hive door with a cup of tea observing 
and usually talking to the ladies as they 
fly in and out with their multi-coloured 
pollen sacs. 

How many hives do you have?
Three at the moment.

Which hives do you prefer? And why?
No comment here, I really haven’t 
enough experience of differing hives but 
I do fancy trying polystyrene hives at 
some point.

What is your most important piece of 
kit?
Jim Batchelor’s phone number, he’s my 
long suffering bee mentor!

What precautions do you take to beat 
disease?
I used the thymol strips last year and 
again this year. I have bought some 
Apivar strips to try as they seem a lot 
less messy, although they’re a bit more 
expensive

What do you like the most about bee-
keeping?
Two things...
1. The smell. I have a super in the back 
of my car, not in the vain hope of ever 
actually needing to use it this year but 
simply because its makes the car smell 
fantastic and the school run/drive to 
work so much more pleasurable. 
2. Being completely absorbed during a 
look through the frames, nothing else 
in the world enters your mind, pure 
therapy!

Are you optimistic about the future of 
beekeeping?
Of course, why not? The people I have 
met through beekeeping are passionate 
about bees and this is totally infectious. 
How can we go wrong?

What one piece of advice would you 
give to people starting out?
Join the ESBA. The support is amazing! 
Learn as much as you can, talk to as 
many beekeepers as you can. 

Helen Murrie is a relatively new beekeeper and an  
ordinary ESBA committee member. She has three hives 
which she keeps on the farm where she lives just north 
of Forfar. Married to  John, she lives with her three kids 
Sandy, Anne and Julia; eight hens, three dogs, hundreds 

of pigs and even more pheasants, and a guinea pig called 
Wonka!

www.eastofcotlandbeekeepers.org.uk

Thank you for reading this issue of ESBA News. I do hope you have enjoyed 
it. Is there anything you would like to see included in future issues? Or  do 

you have suggestions to improve the publication?
If so, please email me at derek@uchman.co.uk

Thanks, Derek Uchman


